At the Open Space event Talking Birds promised to share their Performance Access Audit - and here it is! Many thanks for their generosity.

Talking Birds Performance Access Audit 

This checklist has been prepared by Talking Birds to help with theatre work in non-usual sites. You are welcome to use it – but please note that it is not definitive – and please give us your feedback and suggestions so we can refine and improve it. www.talkingbirds.co.uk

(take a tape measure!)

Venue: 

 

Date & brief description of proposed performance: 

 

VENUE

Is it the venue accessible to wheelchair users and people with limited mobility? (check: door widths minimum 80cm; check steps, or steep ramps, or tricky doors; adequacy of lifts; seating spaces for wheelchair users; any other issues)

If  not, what additional measures would it take to make it accessible? (eg provision of temporary ramps of a suitable gradient ie 1:12 to 1:20)

Are entrances clearly signed?

Is there adequate lighting for entrance and internal routes?

Where ramps/steps, is there adequate visual contrast?

Note any additional measures that would be needed:

Is there an Electricity supply?

Is an additional supply/3 Phase needed?

What is the venue capacity? (if already licensed – otherwise give estimate to be agreed with licensing authority)

Are there clearly signed and adequate fire exits?

Functioning fire alarm?

Extinguishers?

What additional signage/equipment will be required?

Are there toilets?

Including an adequate disabled toilet?

Is the venue family / child friendly (if applicable to show)

SHOW

(Note where accessibility can be built into the show, or where additional measures will be needed; emphasis on providing a good quality experience for all audience members using “alternative” means of access where necessary)

How will the show be accessible to:

People with sight problems

(Audio Description – whether built in to the script, or provided via headsets? Other?)

People with hearing problems

(Induction loop needed? Captioning? BSL Signing?)

People whose mobility is limited

(especially in the case of promenade – eg installing video link-ups to non-accessible spaces or where there is a visual barrier for wheelchair users?)

How will publicity and information about the show be available to

people with sight probems (incl programme and feedback forms if applicable)?

Any specific info that needs to go on publicity for people with hearing problems/people whose mobility is limited?

How will accessible performances be marketed to target groups locally?

Is the show family friendly/is there age guidance required on the publicity?

Who are FOH staff and are they trained/who will be briefing them about responding to access needs of individual audience members?

Who is responsible for Risk Assessment of venue/show and contact with local agencies as necessary for specific guidance eg fire officer (to agree capacity), h&s officer, access officer?

Is a performance licence required from local authority?

Whose responsibility?

 

GETTING TO THE VENUE

How easy is it to find the venue?

Is additional signage required?

How easy is it to get to the venue on foot?

Would you want to make this journey after dark?

Is there car parking nearby?

Any other issues about accessing the venue?

Conclusion of audit (Can reasonable adjustments can make the venue/performance accessible? Any major budget implications?)

 

Audit completed by: 

 

Date:

 

Drawn up by Talking Birds 2009

